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No. 6172 was cross. 


First he had been put into a box. Then he 
had felt himself lifted on to something 
~ which roared and bumped. 


Now he was out of the box, by a lake, and it was 
raining. No wonder he was cross. 
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No-one came. 6172 could see Mr Mike and Mrs \ iN 
Rachel now and then, but they were much too busy 
to take any notice of him. ‘ 


At last Mr Luke came by. a eee ~~ 
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“Dad,” he called, “Shouldn’t we get 6172 into the \ 
shed?” \ 


It was warmer in the shed, but not much. No. 6172 s 
remembered another grievance. 


“Mr Mike promised me a name,” he grumbled to 
himself, and then sulked. 


Meanwhile, Mr Mike and Mr luke dashed all over 
the place. They were getting ready, they said, for an 


‘Opening’, whatever that was. ior : 


Two days before the ‘Opening’ Mr Luke fixed a 
shiny nameplate on each side of 6172. 


“There you are,” said Mr Mike. “Your name is now 
Royal Green Jackets.” 
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“It’s an army regiment,” explained Mr Luke. “Like 
the rest of the engines that looked like you.” 


It wasn’t what No. 6172 had expected. 


“Why bother with a regiment?” he muttered to 
himself. “Why not just call me Reggie?” 


He was bad-tempered and wouldn’t steam 
properly. That would teach them, he thought. 


The day before the ‘Opening’, 6172 was still cross. 
Mr Mike tried to make hime run smoothly, but 
nothing worked. That evening Mr Mike was 
depressed. 


“Well just have to hope for the best tomorrow,” he 
said to Mrs Rachel. 


“We must make sure everything else is right,” Mr 
Mike went on. “Royal Green Jackets won’t approve if 
we don’t work in proper army fashion.” 


“Don’t be silly,” Mrs Rachel laughed. “It’s only a 
name.” 


“That’s all you know,” 
thought 6172. 


‘ > On opening day Royal Green Jackets simmered at the 
“<) head of the train, and important-looking people a 
PY said how smart he looked. v , 
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Then Mr Mike, Mrs Rachel, Mr Luke and Miss_ =) =>) 
I Cheryl, with others he hadn’t seen before, came to | | | | 
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They spoke to the crowd, and everyone got on the ‘ ‘ V 
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The train was heavy, but Royal Green Jackets was 
determined to show Mrs Rachel what a name 
meant to an engine. 


“Look at me now,” he puffed. 
importantly. “You can’t run 
this line without me.” 
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“Well done,” Mr Mike said, “Our visitors were 
impressed, and we’re proud of you. 

“T think we ought to nickname you General-you 
generalled us all today.” 
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“] Showed ’em” General agreed happily. 


The Eastbourne Miniature Steam Railway 


The Eastbourne Miniature Steam Railway was built, and is 
owned and operated by Mike and Rachel Wadey. You can 
visit it and take a ride on the replica coaches pulled by 
General, Rachel and the other famous miniature steam 
locomotives. 


The stories in this series are all based on things that have 
really happened at EMSR. 


EMSR, Lottbridge Drove, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN23 6NS 
(01323) 520229 wwweemsr.co.uk 


General Takes Charge 


No. 6172 wants a proper name, not just 
a number-but he must earn it first. 
How will he make his mark at the 
Eastbourne Miniature Steam Railway? 
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